
BLACK

OLYMPIC DAY CALLS FOR
PEACE THROUGH SPORT 

Jordan’s annual Olympic Day 
sent a clear message of peace 
to the world when 5,000 
people joined athletes and 
sporting officials for a 
colourful show of unity at Al 
Hussein Sports City.

White doves of peace and one 
balloon for every country in 
the world were released into 
the glorious blue sky as Olympic 
Day adopted the Peace Through 
Sport theme, a global initiative 
launched earlier this year by 
HRH Prince Feisal Al Hussein, 
President of the Jordan Olympic 
Committee (JOC).

“The fact that so many people 
turned out carrying banners in 
support of Peace Through 
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Sport sent a clear message that 
we as sports leaders can make a 
small but important difference,” 
said HRH Prince Feisal.

“We have had overwhelming 
international support for the 
initiative since it was launched 
and it was heartening to see the 
support we received from 
Jordanians who turned out in 
force.”

Peace Through Sport, the 
brainchild of HRH Prince Feisal, 
will bring together leaders of 
youth from around the world in 
a bid to unite children from all 
sides of their divides. It was 
launched earlier this year to 
international acclaim and will 
unveil its first pilot camp at 
Sports City from October 
21-31.

Following the symbolic launch 
to Olympic Day, the huge crowd 
took part in a walk across 
Amman with tens of thousands of 
well wishers lining the route 
and voicing their support. The 
guest of honour was Niran Al 
Samarai, the wife of Ahmed Al 
Samarai, the abducted President 
of the National Olympic 
Committee of Iraq. Some walkers 
carried banners pleading for his 
release.

Following the 4km walk for 
peace, participants returned 
back to the Olympic Flame at 
Sports City. It was the fifth time 
that Jordan has hosted an 
Olympic Day celebration.
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SPORT DECLARES WAR ON 
SMOKING

Jordan’s top sports stars have 
united to mount a campaign to 
encourage tobacco-free sport 
as smoking related deaths in 
Jordan reach a new record 
high.

Organised by the JOC, and 
supported by the Higher Council 
for Youth, Communication 
Partnership for Family Health 
(CPFH) and Riyadah, ‘Smoking is 
NOT our game’ sees Jordan’s top 
athletes deliver hard hitting 
messages through a high profile 
campaign running throughout 
August.

“With smoking killing more and 
more Jordanians every day, it is 
important that we all play 
whatever role we can and I am 
delighted that our leading role 
models have come together in 
this way for the sake of our 
youth,” said HRH Prince Feisal.

The campaign is supported by 
massive outdoor billboards 
located across Jordan as well 
as 100,000 flyers, 20,000 
posters and public appearances 
by the athletes throughout 
August. The JOC web site 
(www.joc.jo) will also provide 
tips on how to give up smoking.

On a serious note, the JOC 
Executive Board passed a 
resolution to ban smoking from 
all indoor public areas and an 
anti-smoking charter will be 
signed by all Federation 
Presidents. This will make 
smoking illegal at all indoor 
sports venues and offices.

The sporting icons lending their 
face and names to the campaign 
are basketball star Zaid Al Khas; 
Weightlifting champion Awad Al 

Aboudi; Asian Games gold 
medalist Mohammed Al Bakhit 
(taekwondo); Long Jumper Rima 
Farid and Olympians Khalil 
Harnaneh (100m) and Zeina 
Shabban (table tennis).

New Secretary General

Majed Al Qatarneh has been 
appointed as the new Secretary 
General of the JOC, succeeding 
Abdul Ghani Tabbalat who has 
become a consultant to HRH 
Prince Feisal.

Majed, a graduate in 
International Law from the 
American University, Washington, 
has a strong background in 
diplomacy and has also held 

senior positions within the Royal 
Court, Prime Ministry and Office 
of His Majesty King Abdullah II.

Recognising media 
excellence 

As part of its initiative to 
recognise excellence in the 
local media, the JOC has 
presented its quarterly media 
awards.

The story award went to 
Mohammad Ammar of Al Ghad 
newspaper with second and third 
going to Ghazi Al Qsas of Al Rai 
and Odeh Al Douleh of Shehan 
newspaper respectively.

The best picture was taken by 
Sami Al Khasman of Ad Dustour 
with Saoud Taha of Al Anbat 
second and Ayoub Al Taweel in 
third.

Each quarter, journalists and 
photographers are invited to 
enter stories and pictures which 
are judged by an independent 
panel of experts who decide the 
winners. The awards are 
sponsored by Fastlink.
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